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JOIN THE IRISH RAILWAY RECORD SOCIETY

Regular meetings in Dublin, Cork and London for presentations on historical and current
affairs, with slides, films and DVDs. Dublin meetings are normally held on alternate
Thursdays during the Winter Months in the Society’s Premises at Heuston Station,
where the Society’s Library, Archives and small exhibits displays are also located.

Society Library opens on Tuesdays 19:30 - 21:45, September to June.
The Society’s print Journal, published three times per year, records the history of

Irish railway and tramway transport, along with comprehensive coverage of current
developments. Additional material to members is provided in our eJournal Extra.
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Our eJournal Extra represents a new venture for the Society! As already advised to recipients
of Journal 188 of October 2015, there was a significant amount of material which we were unable
to include in the printed issue. This “overflow” material is now published, in electronic form, in
the present edJournal Extra, issue No. 1. This inaugural issue is being made available, only in
electronic form, to all members who have provided email addresses.

The inaugural issue will also be accessible to non-members, for promotion of the Society, and
as an example of the resources available to members through the Society. Subsequent issues of
eJournal Extra will however be made available to IRRS members only. For membership details,
see previous page.

For this inaugural issue of eJournal Extra, we also take the opportunity therefore to provide
some information about the Irish Railway Record Society, its history, its activities, its premises, its
paper and photographic archives, and its library and meeting facilites.

The first feature adds substantial additional subject matter to complement Frank Haskew’s
article on the Loughrea Branch in Journal 188, including some of Mr Haskew’s pictures from the
last years of the branch service. We also provide a map of the line, station diagrams not hitherto
published, and extracts from selected timetables.

The second feature is Ernie Shepherd’s paper on the proposal to amalgamate the Donegal and
Lough Swilly systems, an abridged version of which appeared in the printed Journal. The full text
is now published here, including the various reports referred to in the printed paper and the most
significant of the various appendices which accompanied those reports.

Some additional pictures of Ireland’s minor railways are also included, to augment the ever-
fascinating reports on these lines which appear in our print Journal.

As is to be expected, production of a venture of this kind has involved considerable work,
especially as the artwork and layout has been done “in-house”. It would be our ambition to produce
eJournal Extra on a regular basis, but for this, as well as to ensure the Society’s long-term ability
to continue to publish its print Journal, enlargement of the present (very small in number) Journal
Production Team will be essential.

So if you believe you can assist in either area, print or electronic, or if you would be prepared
to take on a specific area of activity, e.g. collation of News or the like, please contact the Journal
Production Team. We have great material yet to see the light of day, whether in print or in electronic
form, and extra hands will be put to good use.

Journal Production Team
December 2015
email: journal@irrs.ie
An electronic publication of the Irish Railway Record Society
1



The Irish Railway Record Society

PAST AND PRESENT

THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY

The first meeting of the Irish Railway Record Society
took place in October 1946 at Hynes Restaurant in Dame
St., Dublin, but the origins of the Society go much further
back, more than a century now, to a group of enthusiasts
who circulated a notebook of their observations in the
years before World War I.

But the onset of that war brought an end to this venture
and it was only on the eve of World War |l that there was
a resumption of any organized recording of events on
Irish railways. However, this once again foundered under
wartime restrictions.

Thus there was a determination in 1946 that on this
occasion something of substance would be established
to “record”, on an ongoing basis, the history and current
activities of Irish railways. Happily, the time was right, the
venture was well supported, and the inaugural meeting
brought together an effective and focused body that
made rapid progress.

Journal No. 1 appeared as early as June 1947, and
to date no fewer than 188 issues have been produced.
The Journal appeared twice a year for the first 18 years,
but went to three times yearly from No. 36, February
1965. The number of pages has varied. There have been
occasional issues with up to 72 pages, but in recent
years, 64 pages has become standard.

Meetings and visual presentations have been a
feature of the Society’s activities since the beginning,
and continue to be popular, not only in Dublin, but also
in London and Cork. The Society’s Belfast Area become
moribund during the troubled years, but the successful
winter meetings of the RPSI have brought about a revival
of indoor enthusiast events in that city.

Outings to locations of interest began in the Spring of
1947 and have continued to date. In recent years, the
type of outing has changed as the network has shrunk
and the diversity of motive power has become more
limited, but innovative thinking has enabled the Society
to continue to deliver an attractive programme of such
events.

In addition to its “recording” commitment, the Society

has also acquired extensive collections of publications
and archival material of railway and transport interest.
These acquisitions are housed in the Society’s premises
at Heuston Station. The premises also contains

comfortable and capacious meeting facilities and the
Society’s Library.

In more recent times, the Society’s collections of film,
slides and video material have grown, and this material
also is cared for in the Heuston premises, as well as
which significant and extensive restoration work has
been carried out.
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(above) Hynes Restaurant,
Dame St, Dublin, location

of the first IRRS meeting in
October 1946, photographed
by the late IRRS Chairman
Kevin A.Murray. (Photo

© Kevin A.Murray - IRRS
Collection)

(left) The present IRRS HQ
where the Society’s Library,
Archives and Meeting Rooms
are located adjacent to Irish
% Rail's Heuston Station, Dublin.




THE IRISH RAILWAY RECORD SOCIETY

DUBLIN AREA MEETINGS

Regular IRRS meetings in the Society’s
Dublin HQ feature presentations on topics
of railway historical and current affairs, with
slides and videos. Meetings are usually
held every second and fourth Thursday of
each month during the period September-
December and January-May.

On the occasion pictured (left),
Thursday 12 February 2014, a well
attended meeting saw a slideshow of Irish
railway photos recorded by prominent
IRRS member Leslie Hyland, presented
by the IRRS Hon. Photographic Archivist
Ciaran Cooney.

Other more recent guests include Paul
Lewin, Director and General Manager
of the Ffestiniog and Welsh Highland
Railway, and Sean Heneghan, retired
Technical Manager, Chief Mechanical
Engineers Dept of larnréd Eireann,
who presented an extensive talk on his
memories and experiences in the railway
company spanning over 44 years.

CORK AREA MEETINGS

Since its inception in 1947, the Cork, or
Munster branch as it is sometimes known,
of the IRRS has held many outings and
meetings, both local and country-wide.

Meetings of presentations, slideshows
and films are held at the Gresham
Metropole Hotel, McCurtain Street, Cork
City. The hotel is also the venue of the
branch’s popular annual dinner which is
open to both members and guests.

(left) Cork-based IE locomotive driver
Tom Ryan, pictured giving a presentation
of archival cine film of the East Cork lines,
recorded by himself over 30 years ago.

LONDON AREA MEETINGS

The London Area of the IRRS provides a
welcoming forum in England for those who
are interested in Irish transport, particularly
railways, both past and contemporary.

From October to the following April.
meetings are held at convenient locations
in central London (see venue on www.
irrs.ie). Well attended and featuring
interesting & expert presenters, many of
whom travel from lIreland, the talks are
an opportunity for our speakers to impart
specialist knowledge and information.
The Area also particularly seeks those
who may illustrate their talk with rare and
exceptional photographs.

(left) Northern Ireland Railways GM, Mal
McGreevy, speaking to the London Area in
November 2013. (Photo: Chris Playfair)




THE IRISH RAILWAY RECORD SOCIETY

IRRS OUTINGS

- For nearly 70 years the IRRS has held
hundreds of outings to locations of railway
_| interest, both in Ireland and abroad. The
nature of outings and activities have
1 envolved with the developments of Irish
railways. Examples include visits to Irish
railway engineering facilities and hiring
diesel hauled excursion trains to unusual
locations. The forthcoming Society
outings for 2016 are available to book via

the IRRS website www.irrs.ie.

1 (left) IRRS members pose during a visit
and tour of Irish Rail's modern diesel
railcar depot at Portlaoise, Co.Laoise, 9
May 2014.

(above) IRRS members during a tour of the Irish Rail (above) IRRS outing to the ISPS Stradbally
Permanent-Way depot at Portlacise, 9 May 2014. Woodland Railway, 19 September 2015.
5 (left) IRRS diesel-hauled railtour,
i B - featuring the unusual sight of two

071 Class locomotives, pauses for a
.| photo-stop at Templemore, en route
8l from Dublin to Cork on 20 July 2013.
The IRRS endeavours to organise
one diesel-hauled railtour annually
using the vintage RPSI restored
&1 Cravens coaches of the 1960s.




THE IRISH RAILWAY RECORD SOCIETY

THE IRRS JOURNAL: PAST & PRESENT

With the despatch of Journals Nos.186+187+188, the
IRRS has now successfully provided three Journals per
year for over 50 years, the majority of this effort having
been voluntarily collated and edited by enthusiasts,
during which time the Irish railway scene has changed
beyond recognition since our thrice-yearly issues first
appeared in 1965.

As already outlined in the introduction, Journal No.1
was first published by the IRRS in June 1947, the then
Editor being the late railway historian and locomotive
expert Robin N. Clements, whose extensive research
work is referenced in countless books on Irish railway
history. Since those early days, the Journal has evolved
to a highly profesional standard, changing as it did with
improvements in printing and design technology.

EVOLUTION OF THE JOURNAL

JOURNAL

IRISH RAILWAY
RECORD SOCIETY

‘Ma. 10 woL 3
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Journal No. 1, June 1947,
much sought after and the
beginning of over 180 issues,
it was originally a duplicated
typescript. The aims of the
Society were outlined in No.1

Journal No. 10, Spring
1952, the first Journal to be
professionally printed, this by
the firm Donegal Democrat,
based in Ballyshannon,
Co.Donegal.

JOURNAL oF THE
IRISH RAILWAY
RECORD SOCIETY

i

Journal No.105, Feb 1988,
the ‘odd one out’ blue cover,
featuring the only Bord na
Mona cover-photo to date.

Journal No.61, June 1973,
the first photo-cover of the
Journal, publicising the new
CIE ‘Supertrain’.

(above) The current crop of IRRS Journals for the year
2015, featuring a variety of traction, steam and diesel,
on its front cover. Each issue contained 64-pages,
complete with news, articles and illustrations.

of the

Irish Railway
Record Society

Journal No. 42. Feb 1967, by

now printed by Wicklow Press,

this Journal was the first to
feature a cardcover, and by
doing so added a splash of
colour to each issue.

CONTENTS:

Journal No. 50. Oct 1969, a
landmark issue in recognition
of reaching 50 issues, with
congratulations from CIE’s
General Manager and the
Minister for Transport & Power.

JOURNALOF THE
IRISH RAILWAY
RECORD SOCETY

Journal No.1

this issue was the first Journal
to be designed and typed on a
computer (Apple Macintosh)

Journal No.177, Feb 2012,
the first issue featuring the
current full-cover photo
design, printed by QPA Print.




THE IRISH RAILWAY RECORD SOCIETY

LONDON

The London Area of the Society was formed at an
inaugural meeting held on Thursday, 2 November 1961
at the Fred Tallant Hall (now demolished) in Drummond
Street (home to some uncommonly good Indian
restaurants), near Euston station in London. Those
attending that first meeting agreed that a London Area of
the IRRS should be formed and a Committee was elected
to run the Area under the chairmanship of Lance King.

Since then, the Area has run six or seven meetings
each year between September and April and still meets.
All talks and slide/film shows have an lIrish transport
theme but other modes of transport besides railways
are sometimes covered. The talks, which are open to
non-members, act as a focus for those interested in
Irish railways who live in London and the South East of
England, and indeed, sometimes farther afield also.

As well as holding meetings, the London Area published
a number of books on Irish railways, including Steam
Finale in 1964, The Sligo, Leitrim & Northern Counties
Railway in 1970 (2nd Edition in 1980), The Turf Burnerin
1972, and four photographic albums in the Irish Railways

in Pictures series, including the Great Northern in 1976
(2nd Edition in 1996) and the Midland Great Western in
1990.

BELFAST

The Belfast Area of the IRRS was formed in early
1947. The late J. Macartney Robins had been resident
in Northern Ireland during the Second World War when
he worked first for the LMS (NCC) and then for the BBC
(NI). He was in touch with the local railway enthusiasts
such as Des Coakham, Reg Ludgate, Drew Donaldson,
J. H. Smith, R. A. O’Sullivan, J. H. McGuigan and others.
It was from this group that the branch was formed. It was
very active for a number of years and many local trips
were organised as well as a series of monthly meetings
in central Belfast.

CORK
The Munster Area, based in Cork, began its operations
in 1947 and has continued to operate since then. The
Area holds winter indoor meetings. Local outings also
take place.

IRRS LONDON AREA PUBLICATIONS

story of the 101 Class locomotives
The Stor .
' Lsthern and Yiesterd Railway

sn B

1m0t

pred

(above) London Area publications, Steaming in Three Centuries, as well as the Irish Railways in Pictures series, featuring such
railways as the Midland Great Western Railway and the Giant's Causeway Tramway.
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Away in the loveable West -
more from the Loughrea Branch

FRANK HASKEW
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Frank Haskew’s article in IRRS Journal 188
provided a warm and evocative record of the
evolution of an enthusiasm for railways, nurtured
by his experiences of holidays in Loughrea, in
particular during the last years of the branch in
1974 and 1975.

In this page, we show a reproduction from an
old one-inch to the mile scale map from the early
1900s. The largely north-south course of the line
can be seen, and its various intersections with
the rural roads, as well as the location of the sole
intermediate station at Dunsandle.

On the following three pages, we reproduce track
diagrams for Attymon, Dunsandle and Loughrea
from a series prepared by the GSR Publicity
Department, but of uncertain date. The diagrams
were assembled in a large volume, and appear to
include all lines extant as of the late 1930s. The
Midland main lines are shown as having been
singled, but Collooney Junction is shown with a
double track divergence, while Killonan to Pallas
(1) is also double track.

It is possible that the drawings were prepared at
different dates over an extended period and only
ultimately assembled into the surviving volume.
The sole narrow gauge line that was included
was however the Cavan & Leitrim, even though
the West Clare and the Tralee & Dingle were still
active at the relevant time.

Regrettably, as the network shrank, someone
tore out the pages for the lines closed, so that for
example, all of the Bandon diagrams and those
for Mallow-Waterford have been either lost or
destroyed.

As can be seen on the diagrams now reproduced,
the drawings are not to scale and neither are they
geographically exact. The locomotive shed layout
for Loughrea is a good example of both aspects.
The diagrams do, however, give details of loop

and siding lengths, and the number of wagons that

the latter can accommodate.
To the student of traffic and operations, they are
therefore of very considerable interest.

We have also inserted into the drawings,
extracts from a pre-1922 Railway Clearing House
Handbook of Stations detailing the facilities
provided at the three Loughrea Branch stations.

The illustrations in this feature were those
which could not fully be accommodated in Frank’s
complete article published in Journal 188, where
the photos primarily focused on the variety of motive
power (CIE A, B, C and G Class diesels etc.) and
the passenger, goods and special workings. Now

1 we present further scenes, including the branch

line’s infrastructure and personnel.




AWAY IN THE LOVEABLE WEST - MORE ABOUT THE LOUGHREA BRANCH

TRACK DIAGRAMS - GSR PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT
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AWAY IN THE LOVEABLE WEST - MORE ABOUT THE LOUGHREA BRANCH
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Men on bench at Dunsandle 14 August
1975.
(Photo © Frank Haskew)

Trackworker at Dunsandle 14 August 1975
- A trackworker has just been dropped off
and the driver is awaiting the right of way

| with the 10.36 to Attymon.

(Photo © Frank Haskew)




AWAY IN THE LOVEABLE WEST - MORE ABOUT THE LOUGHREA BRANCH

Ticket from 12
August 1975;

ticket from 12 August
1975; Loughrea last
day ticket.

(Photos © Frank
Haskew)

Loughrea Branch L - — —

public timetable from - O , L _

10 September 1962 -~ . . DUBLIN - LOUGHREA

- the final period of " : - - - ' - -

steam service. At el a o e B (R e WEEK-DAYS :\ ——

this time, just two g 5 BX. | - |BX.|"

trains ran daily in R o -m. | p.m. , _ .abm‘. Ao, | p.on. | g,

each direction, and , I’p;.-:,]m-' “ b : -gx-o lﬁoughr;in" we e dep.f 8.25)11.10/3.35 B.15
i i ~ (Westla 3 ] = . | 6.5 n 8. v s | s - . foh

morning and evening |- Aéﬁ:;ﬂdﬁ:tv;zn s 9.42] Attymon Junction  arr.| 8.56/11 494 11| 846

connections to the e T ' ng Dub;;n-- " dep. '_,9;34 o [4:28 _38;54

main line at Attymon Bunsindle: oo . o oy s ‘Wiehs Street) ... arr.[12.17] ... [7.28]12.3%

were provided by a Loughr ) 10.20} - estland Row) ... arr. 12.25) ... |7.35{12:40

bus service, which | e——— - e e — p 'sﬁ - ' 'ﬁ-,-' ;

D.--=Road service batween Attymon and Loughrea. “Jr—See pages 56 to or bus connections.
had commenced “BX.~—Buffet Car between Westland Row and Attymon Junction. . E : Ak
from 17 October A T S . . . '--32

Loughrea Branch
public timetable 3 & .
from 17 June < . . ;
1963 - showing | DUBLIN - LOUGHREA
the four round trip : . '
service which had _ " WEEK-DAYS -
commenced from 4 : ) : g ;
. BX.
February that year, : | Mxdl BX. | Mxd) BX. _ _ | Mxd.| Mxd,
when a G-class e am. | a.m. { p.m.| p.m. Loush g a?’n;()laﬂﬂ;is p.m. | p.m.
. Dublin ; oughrea ... dep. . . 3.35| 8.15
locomotive took (Westland Row) ... dep. | ... | 8.40 ... | 6.50| Dunsandie ...~ " | 8.05[i1.11| 3.5 830
over from steam Attymon Junction arr. | ... |! r5| .?ia 'g’ .1;2 Attymon Junct. arr. | 8.25/11.35| 4.11] 8.48
. " xd. xd.} - .
(No. 583_), and the U e . R, # i dep. | . | . | 4.29) 8.53
bus service was 5 2 i " "1 dep. 898? Hgg :32 Iggg Du.;k!in st) wii | . la.né.
. . unsandle ... L ’ o . . miens St.) ... arr. 27(12.30
withdrawn. This was [ oughrea ... ... arr. 9.zo|12.3o 5.05/10.25]  (Westland Row) arr. | . | o | 7.35]12 40
the first timetable : : ;
in which the mixed BX.—Buffer Car between Westland Row and Attymon Junction. Mxd.—Mixed Train.
services were J—See pages 61 to 67 for bus connections.
specifically identified. , _ 27
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DUBLIN LOUGHREA

Loughrea

{Westland Row)
Attymon Junction

” . »
Dunsandle ..

BX.
a.m,

- | 8.40
. (11,32
 J

Mxd.
11.45
12.01

| Mxd.
a.m.

.. dep.
+s @FT.
8.45
9.01

. 9.20

..dep.

“ee RET.

WEEK-DAYS
Mxd.
p.m. " ;
Loughrea ° e dnp.
Dunsandle
- Attymon Junction arr.
B L dep.
4.30| 9.45] Dubfin _
4.46/10. Amiens St.) . . arr,
estland Row) . err.f
5.05 (Klngibridge) .arr.

12.25

BY. | Mxd.
a.m. | a.m.
7.50(10.50
8.05111.06
0;23 11.28]
8.33

1. 25 i i

o | ;7,..30‘

BX.
Mxd.| Mxd,
p.m..
3 35}
3.51
4 1 8
4.15'

10

BX.—Buffet car between Westland Row and Attymon Junction.
BY.—Buffet Car between Portar!mgton and Kingsbridge,:
"‘Change at Attymon Junction,

- 35

de —M;xed Tram

DUBLIN
ATTYMON JUNCTION—LOUGHREA AND BACK
TABLE 13 GALWAY —ATTY J
4 WEEKDAYS R {SUNDAYSH A WEEKDAYS 2 $SUNDAYSH
273 | 870 | 274 | 871 | 276 | €73 Train No. Train No. | 273 | 870 | 274 | 871 | 873 | 276
AERAER = ABEBBAE
0] .. d §if Dublin Heilmnsr.n.; a O} i | e ﬁ
oo fesde| & | | 4 d (Connolly Stn. al 3 | |« | [9lo | oido | —
tos | 1543 | .. |2050 | . | e | e a | Attymon Junction— d | os4r 1615 | 2054 ':
' A Ao &
. - 1 1 - .
4 Tl I 171 ] ol = | g ]y By e T4 Ml 1711 -3 I ]
350 | 352 354 356 Train No. Train No. 351 | 353 355 357
km
— A
nﬁo 1is Iﬁ! 2%5 o 0 dI ttymnlum.thn In oﬁ: 1058 15 zﬁ:l
: R d | 0815 | 1036 1516 2025
M iss 1630 HH ol el I+ 3 'E:.'}’;.i‘.‘l‘: 4 | o800 | 1020 1500 2010
For of € | Signs and Abb see Pages 6 & 7.

Loughrea Branch
public timetable from
14 June 1965 - the
last timetable in
which certain trains
were specifically
indicated as “mixed”.
The note “2nd class”
only for the 20:10
from Loughrea is
curious.

Loughrea Branch
public timetable from
3 March 1975.

This was the service
that prevailed up to
closure, with minor
alterations to match
changes in the main
line service.

Situated 1% miles
north of Loughrea
station, Cosmona
LC was on the
former L11 minor
road. The site has
now vanished
under the new N65
motorway link-road.
Deutz locomotive
G616 brings an
Attymon Junction
to Loughrea
passenger train
over the crossing
on Saturday 24
May 1975. (Photo ©
Jonathan M.Allen)
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S0 2o
Attymon Junction to Loughrea Loughrea to Attymon Junction
: WEEK-DAYS WEEK-DAYS
Dis~ .
. 1 ‘2 3 tance . i 4 5 6
DOWN TRAINS - PAS. | Mixed | from UP TRAINS Mixed | Mixed
M Lough- M
arr. dep. | arr. dep. |arr. dep.| rea arr, dep. | arr. dep. | arr. dep.
: ' a.m.|am.jam.a.mlp.am.p.mj M. C. a.m.|a.mjp.m, |p.m.jp.m. p.m.
WESTLAND ROW . I8 — | LOUGHREA we@l|.. |10 ... 335 ... | ...
AMIENS STREET . |8 45] ... 4 70 | DUNSANDLE HALT ... (1181{1135{3 51|38 53J
ATTYMON JUN. HALT@ . sz .. | ... 9 0| ATTYMON JUN. mact.., [1149] ... [4 11] ...
Mi|xed PAS.
w M Pm P
ATTYMON JUN.¢} w .. [1205] ... |4 30] — | ATTYMON JUN. [ ] 42
p-m. .
DUNSANDLE HALT . 12211122314 46(4 47 — AMIENS STREET . |7 287 3
LOUGHREA} @ . |1240] ... |5 05} ... J116 15 | WESTLAND ROW - §T 38| ...
Speed on Branch not to exceed 30 m.p.h. (Railcars 35 m.p.h.).
t—Electric Train Staff Stations. Now worked by manual Staffi—Reversion to E.T.S. working, if required.
M—Scheduled Mail Train,
Road Service is provided between Attymon and Loughrea to give connection to and from 8.25 a.m, ex Galway and 6.50
p.m. ex Westland Row. For detalls see Public Time Table, e

The Loughrea Branch table from the Working Timetable shown for the period commencing 10 September 1962
(final steam). Note the WTT reference to the public timetable for the additional bus services.

On Friday 10
October 1975,
locomotive 232
passes through
Cosmona LC with
its single coach
train from Attymon
Junction. Note
the CIE designed
whistle-board visible
beyond the crossing
on the Up side of
the line. These
reflective yellow
and black striped
boards mounted
on concrete posts
appeared on the
Loughrea branch
after 1968.The
design remains in
use to this day on
IE lines. (Photo ©
Jonathan M.Allen)
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44 - /f
ATTYMON JUNCTION TO LOUGHREA
WEEEK-DAYS
Distance Sectional
{rom Running 1 - 3 4
Westland DOWN TRAINS Diesel
Row Mixed PAS, Mixed PAS.
Pas. | Mxd.| arr. dep. | arr. dep. | arr, dep. |am. dep.
am. [ am. | am |am: |pm |pm | po | pom.
- WESTLAND ROW .. W s - B - B L) - ... | 650
— AMIENS STREET .. .. - . .
— | ATTYMON JUNGTION HALT o 1) e (el Il B, 77 1 ) (S (R T 5
Mix{ed Mixled
Malil
Pm. | a.m, pom. | pem,
—_— ATTYMON JUNCTION s o . | 845 ...|1150 .. | 430 ..[|950°
- DUNSANDLE HALT - = o .| 13| 14 | 9 01 & 0212 06[12 O8] 4 46| 4 47(10 0610 07
—_ LOUGHREAY - = - ® 15 16 ’E‘Iﬂl .. (E2 30 ... | 505 .. |10 25

LOUGHREA TO ATTYMON JUNCTION

: WEERK-DAYS
i Dis- .
4 tance Sectional 1 2 3 4
from UPF TRAINS Running PAS, Mixed Mixed PAS.
Lough- Diiesiel Mail
T
Pas, | Mxd. arr. dep. | arr. dep. | arr. dep.
' M. ‘ am. |am |pm. |pm |pm|pm.
- LOUGHREA .. w - - W OBl - .. |10 58 ...1335 ..|815
4 70 | DUNSANDLE HALT . . . .- 13 14 11 11{11 15| 3 51| 3 53| 8 30} 8 31
8 0| ATTYMON JUNCTION HALT 3 i 15 | 16 1133 ... | 411 .. |8 48
— ATTYMON JUNCTION ik e [ ] e |29 .| BS3
— AMIENS STREET .. (] = o 7 27| 7 30{12 30[12 35
116 15 | WESTLAND ROW . i s 5 7 35 12 40 ...
Speed on Branch not to exceed 30 m.p.h. {Railcars 35 m.p.h.).
t—Electric Train Staff Stations. Now worked by manual Staffi—Reversion to E.T.S. working, if required.
Mixed Trains on Branch Max. Load with Deutz Loco.—1 bogie, § laden wagon sand 1 goods brake van, ¥
Pas,—Trains on branch max. load with Deutz Loco.—80 tons. I

The Loughrea Branch table from the Working Timetable shown for the period commencing 17 June 1963 (first
diesel schedule).

The railway staff on the Loughrea
branch were always noteworthy
for their friendly and welcoming
gestures given to enthusiasts
visiting the area who wished to
sample Ireland’s last traditional
rural branch line railway. On Friday
23 March 1973, a number of staff
pose for the camera on the well
cared platform at the Loughrea
terminus. (Photo © Tom Davitt -
IRRS Collection)
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Locomotive 047 lifts a Knock e
pilgrimage special to Claremorris /
out of Loughrea on Sunday 25 May : -

1975. As there was no scheduled '
services on Sundays, this was the B
only train on the Loughrea Branch
on this day. The long headshunt
from Loughrea station is visible on
the right, being used as a vantage
point by photographers Aubrey
Dale and Bill Watson. Behind the
photographer is Cosmona LC.
(Photo © Jonathan M.Allen)

On Saturday 11 October 1975,
locomotive 232 is recorded
passing Killariv LC with the branch
passenger service from Attymon
Junction. Killariv was the only level
crossing on the Loughrea Branch
not to be equipped with protective
semaphore signals. On the left
can be glimpsed the gate keeper’s
house and its gate keeper.

(Photo © Jonathan M.Allen)

The classic view of the branch
terminus at Loughrea, with
locomotive B220 operating the
branch line services. The guard
stands by, having removed the
tail lamps from the coach prior
to locomotive B220 backing onto
the train for the return journey to
Attymon Junction.

(Photo © Jonathan M.Allen)
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Ex GSWR brakevan 8664, bearing the inscription Pictured on Friday 23 March 1973 at Attymon Junction
‘TO WORK ON CASTLEISLAND BRANCH ONLY’, is was fuel tank wagon, 406A. This wagon was used to
recorded on the branch passenger service at Loughrea  top-up the branch locomotive so as to avoid working to
on Wednesday 14 August 1968. Galway for refueling.

(Photo © Norman Gamble) (Photo © Tom Davitt - IRRS Collection)

The twin-road MGWR locomotive shed at Loughrea, The disused stone built water tank (capacity 6,106
disused since steam traction ceased on the branch line  gallons) and coal staithe at Loughrea, photographed
workings in 1963, Wednesday 14 August 1968. Visible on Wednesday 14 August 1968. These structures were
to the left is the Home semaphore signal. almost identical to those found on the MGWR’s sister
(Photo © Norman Gamble) branch line to Ballinrobe. (Photo © Norman Gamble)

TR
A it

3-ton goods crane at Loghrea, positioed beyond the Interior of CIE carriage 1904, recorded at Loughrea on

goods shed on the Down side of the yard, Wednesday Tuesday 16 September 1975. Note the storage heater.
14 August 1968. (Photo © Norman Gamble) (Photo © Norman Gamble)
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(above) Loughrea signal cabin, pictured on
Tuesday 16 September 1975. A similarly
designed signal cabin still exists nearby at
the former Carrowduff station

(Photo © Norman Gamble)

(right) The large type ETS instrument at
Loughrea, pictured not in the signal cabin
but in the main station building in this view
dating from the early 1970s.

(Photo © Richard Wall)

(below right) ‘One Engine in Steam’ manual
staff for the Loughrea-Attymon Junction
section, pictured in September 1970. The
key on the end of the staff was used to

The popular halt keeper at
Dunsandle, Mrs Whelan, pictured
with her daughter on Friday 23
March 1973. Dunsandle was one
of the most well-cared for stations
in the west of Ireland. The station,
now in private ownership and
restored to its former glory, is
visible to many motorists passing
on the nearby M6 motorway to
Galway. (Photo © Tom Davitt -
IRRS Collection)

unlock the ground frame at Dunsandle
station for accessing the goods siding there.
(Photo © Norman Gamble)
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Map of the Londonderry & Loug SW|IIy Rallway (orange) ahd County Donegal Railway (red).

This is an extract from the map of the Irish Railway network displayed in the
Society’s Dublin Meeting Room and donated to the Society in memory of the
late Mr. Theodore and Dr Ruth Stoakley of Sneem, County Kerry in August
1998.

The following paper on the Lough Swilly was put together entirely from a
set of files in the IRRS Archives. The Archives and Library contain extensive
material, which is available to members for research. There is much subject
matter still to be explored and great scope for generating interesting papers,
both for presentation at meetings and for publication, either in the printed
Journal or eJournals.
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The Lough Swilly revisited

ERNIE SHEPHERD Dip. Loc. Hist. (NUI Maynooth)

Mr Shepherd’s paper was published in abridged form
along with illustrations in print Journal 188. The text
is now reproduced here in full, including the five
reports and the various Appendices, all of which
together provide a detailed insight into the state of
the L&LSR in 1930.

PROPOSALS FOR AMALGAMATION
OF L&LSR AND CDRJC

In Journal 120, February 1993, Des Fitzgerald gave us
an interesting insight into the affairs of the L&LSR in 1928
and early 1929. He relates how Henry Forbes, secretary
and manager of the neighbouring CDRJC, reported on
the possibilities of amalgamating the two companies. The
last paragraph of the article notes that no further action
was taken, the late Ted Patterson adding the comment
that “The interesting prospect of a unified narrow gauge
system nearly 225 miles vanished for the last time.” This
in fact was not quite the end of the story as considera-
tion was once again directed to the idea in late 1930. As
the 1930 reports went into rather more detail than the
two earlier Forbes reports, it was considered worthwhile
revisiting the matter.

J.B. Stephens and W.V. Wood, respectively general
manager of the GNR(l) and vice-president of the LMS,
confirmed on 13 September 1930 the setting up of
a commission to report, if possible, within a month on
proposals “for the fusion into one System of the Railways
in the County of Donegal.” The Commission was to
consist of Messrs Taylor and Wallace of the LMS and Mr
Shanahan of the GNR(l), assisted by George T. Glover
and Henry Forbes, respectively locomotive engineer of
the GNR(l) and secretary & manager of the CDRJC. The
terms of reference to the Commissioners were seven in
number, namely:

(1) The physical condition of the permanent way, rolling
stock, stations, buildings and plant on the L&LSR;

(2) Changes in organisation under the heads of
Traffic, Permanent Way, Maintenance and Rolling
Stock Maintenance, the latter to include the location of
workshops;

(3) Alteration in Train Service, including the substitution
of Road Services, and the introduction of feeder Road
Services;

(4) The amount of Rolling Stock in the two undertak-
ings which would become superfluous;

(5) Economies to be effected;

(6) Particulars of the Staff who would become redun-
dant, with an estimate of the amount of Compensation
based on the terms embodied in the Railways (IFS) Act
of 1924, as amended by the Railways (Existing Officers
& Servants) Act of 1926;

(7) The present and potential financial position of the
L&LSR, including its Road Motor operations.

By the time of the first meeting of the members of the
Commission held at the NCC boardroom in Belfast on
26 September, it was announced that Messrs Glover

and Wallace had already taken steps to prepare their
reports. Glover, in fact, travelled to Derry four days later
on the 08:45 from Belfast, taking with him Foreman
McGowan from Dundalk, who was deputed to inspect
the L&LSR carriage and wagon stock at Pennyburn.
Glover meanwhile met up with Henry Forbes and went
on a two day tour of the Swilly system in CDRJC Railcar
No. 4, apparently preceded by L&LSR locomotive No.
5 in charge of Driver Richard Quinn. The Burtonport
extension was seen on the first day and the Carndonagh
line on the following day.

A second meeting of the commissioners was held at
the Victoria Road station in Londonderry on 3 October,
following the arrival of the 09:30 from Belfast. Glover
confirmed to the meeting that he hoped to have a full
report prepared as soon as the question of the proposed
re-organisation of services had been settled. In the
meantime, he advised that he had personally inspected
14 of the 16 L&LSR locomotives, the two exceptions
being Nos. 2 & 4. He had also inspected the company’s
steamer Lake of Shadows and two motor boats. The
sheds at Carndonagh, Letterkenny and Burtonport were
inspected; as regards the latter the water softening plant
had not been in use for more than ten years and was
quite unfit for purpose. Glover commented on the poor
state of the permanent way on parts of the Carndonagh
line, which caused a degree of rolling. Comment was
also made on the fact that a number of enginemen had
already been paid off; these were all good, well-trained
young men, leaving inferior older hands. One might
speculate as to whether he included Richard Quinn in the
latter category — he was 42 years of age with 25 years’
service!

At the Derry meeting, Wallace confirmed that he hoped
to have his report on the permanent way etc available in
about ten days. Forbes for his part was of opinion that
an amalgamation of the two lines was unlikely to effect
any material economies so far as his line was concerned,
apart perhaps under the heading of workshop costs.
Glover raised a number of questions which required
Forbes’ attention, viz. the disparity in coupling heights
between the stock on the two lines — 2ft 10%in on the
CDRJC and 2ft 7%in on the L&LSR, whether either-
side brakes should be fitted to Swilly wagon stock as it
passed through Shops, and whether Forbes considered
it essential to fit the latter stock with brake pipes.

FORBES ON HUNT’S 1930 PROPOSALS

Henry Hunt, the L&LSR general manager, had earlier
in the year submitted proposals for effecting economies
and Forbes had written a brief report outlining his com-
ments on those proposals as follows:

“The Statement of the Estimated Economies was pre-
pared early this year; since then 14 men have been dis-
pensed with, so that the saving in Wages and Salaries
of £20,260 is now reduced to about £18,784. It is not
necessary to go into the savings in Coal etc. further than
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to remark that as certain passenger trains must for rea-
sons given below, continue to run, no provision has been
made for the cost of coal for these trains, so that a saving
of £4,400 is illusory.

“It is assumed that the whole of the Ordinary Passenger
Traffic can be worked by road buses; it is obvious,
however, and with this Mr Hunt agrees, that it would be
necessary to continue to run special passenger trains on
certain days and for particular events, a few of these are
enumerated, viz:-

“Carndonagh Line

Each Monday, for market passengers, Derry &
Carndonagh.

Each Monthly Fair day, Derry & Carndonagh.

Each Sunday during summer, Derry & Carndonagh.

Excursion Summer Specials, Derry, Ballyliffan &
Carndonagh.

‘Buncrana Line

During summer a frequent service of trains must be run
between Derry and Buncrana, not only on Sundays, when
traffic is very heavy, but on Thursdays and Saturdays as
well.

“Letterkenny & Burtonport Lines

Special passenger trains required for various Hiring
and monthly Fairs, also Excursions to Doon Well and
other places.

None of the lines can, therefore, be absolutely closed
down for passenger traffic, consequently the permanent
way must be properly maintained and kept safe for
passenger train running. To get over the expense this
involves, Mr Hunt suggests that when Excursion and
other passenger trains are to be run, the Engineer should
be advised in advance, and an extra flying squad could
give the road an overhaul. Comment on this proposal is
unnecessary in my view; no Engineer should be asked,
even if he were willing, to take such a responsibility and
risk. A system of patrol men and flying squads would be
unsuitable on the Donegal Railways and the lines could
never be safely maintained with anything like the force
suggested.

“It is proposed to deal with goods traffic by running two
goods trains each way daily between Derry and Buncrana
& Carndonagh and Letterkenny & Burtonport. No
timetables were forthcoming to show how this plan would
work out; it was explained the timing and working must
depend on circumstances. The goods trains assumed
to be adequate, were arrived at by taking the number
of loaded wagons moved over each Section daily and
arbitrarily deciding that instead of three, one train would
deal with all the traffic. This seems plausible, and if all
wagons contained say coal from Derry to Burtonport and
stone from Burtonport to Derry, might meet the case; in
practice it is, however, very different; it is not so much
the quantum that counts as the diversity and character
of the goods. A quick and satisfactory service is essential
to meet public requirements and one goods train in lieu
of the present three on the Carndonagh and Burtonport
lines would unquestionably lead to a still further diversion
of traffic to the roads.

“I might elaborate my views on other points at greater

length, but will only say that it is my considered opinion the
Scheme is purely a Paper one; it will not bear investigation
by anyone conversant with local needs and conditions
in Donegal. The economies foreshadowed would not
materialise and the whole scheme is impracticable.”

The last paragraph clearly shows that Forbes had not
been very convinced by Hunt’'s proposals. However, he
went on to submit a first report to the commissioners,
dated 13 October.

FORBES’ FIRST REPORT
Forbes’ customer-oriented views are apparent from his
first paragraphs:

“In putting forward proposals for working the L&LSR
as part of a unified system, so much depends on local
circumstances and conditions, which have to be carefully
studied on the spot, that any plans here outlined must
be clearly understood to be of a provisional nature and
subject to modification when actual experience has been
gained.

Train Service. The most difficult question to decide is
as to what the future service should be, having regard to
the necessity of reducing expenses, while providing the
public with reasonable facilities, as well as endeavouring
to develop the district. It is easy to cut out existing services
and thus show savings, but to maintain its usefulness, a
transport undertaking must meet modern conditions and
requirements. The time has long passed when a Railway
even if entrusted with a monopoly can adopt a ‘“take it
or leave it” attitude towards its customers, and if such a
policy were attempted — certainly so far as the transport
of goods is concerned — any individual by using his own
lorry has a remedy at hand.”

Forbes’ report continues with a detailed review of
various options, including continuing the Swilly train
services, withdrawal of all passenger service other than
Buncrana (not favoured by Forbes), and combination
of shop forces (all locomotive work at Pennyburn and
all carriage and wagon work at Stranorlar). He also
examined marine, carting and bus services, savings in
working, and the matters of coupling height and brake
systems. All Head Office activities would have gone to
Stranorlar.

Forbes’ first report follows in full on page 20.

FORBES’ SECOND REPORT
Reference has already been made to questions raised by
Glover, these in part necessitating a second report from
Forbes, which was submitted on 27 October.

In this, Forbes put forward a draft Time Table for the
Lough Swilly lines. A minimum of two passenger trains a
day was proposed for the whole system, with a Rail Motor
to cover some trips on the Carndonagh line. In addition,
Forbes considered three options for the Burtonport line,
retention of the entire route, closure to passengers
beyond Cresslough, and closure to passengers beyond
Kilmacrenan, the two latter being ruled out.

The expected savings from Forbes’ proposed timetable
are meticulously set out in great detail.

Forbes also considered that further savings might
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result from the unified undertaking working the Strabane
and Derry section of the NCC. This would have produced
a system of some 240 miles, and would have made it by
far the longest narrow gauge network in these islands
under single management.

Forbes’ second report can be found on page 24.

WALLACE’S REPORT (Page 26)

Two reports on the L&LSR permanent way etc. were
prepared by Wallace, one of the LMS representatives on
the Commission. The first of these was put before the
commissioners on 15 October and the second on 27
October. As the second report was in effect an updated
version of the earlier one, only it is quoted below,
commencing on page 26.

Wallace provides a comprehensive review of the state
of the Lough Swilly track and infrastructure as of 1930,
giving a rare insight into the condition of a major Irish
narrow gauge line at a crucial time for the railway industry.

GLOVER’S REPORT (Page 30)

A lengthy report on the Lough Swilly’s rolling stock
and marine vessels was provided by Glover. All L&LSR
locomotives had been inspected and their condition is
set down in detail, see page 30. It contains extensive
particulars of all carriage and wagon stock follow, with
further information in the Appendices (pages 36-51),
along with details of spending on rolling stock during the
1920s. Estimated costs for bringing Lough Swilly material
up to a proper standard and into technical uniformity with
Donegal equipment are provided.

There is an interesting section of the marine activities
of the Lough Swilly. The cross-Border implications of
moving jobs between Pennyburn in Derry and Stranorlar
are also examined.

MACKIE’S REPORT (Page 34)
In addition, J. T. Mackie, the GNR(l) Road

Superintendent, submitted a report to Glover on the
L&LSR road vehicles. Although not central to the railway
story, Mackie provides a fascinating account of the
acquisition of private bus operators by the Swilly, as well
as an interesting aside on a GNR(l) bus service between
Derry and Carndonagh, see page 34.

CONCLUSION

Despite this profusion of reports, or perhaps because
of them, the suggested fusion into one System of the
Railways in the County of Donegal progressed no
further, and the L&LSR and the CDRJC continued as
independent entities until the end of all rail service on the
Lough Swilly in 1953, and only seven years later, also on
the Donegal.

So finally came to an end all ideas of an amalgamated
narrow gauge railway system in County Donegal. These
various reports give us an insight into the many problems
which would have been encountered if such a proposal
had been brought into operation, not only physical but
political. The latter caused further difficulties during the
1930s when Government subsidies were, reluctantly on
the part particularly of the Northern Ireland Government,
paid to keep the Lough Swilly system afloat for a little
longer. It would be interesting to speculate whether the
L&LSR would h